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Rebecca Lane - McGaheysville, VA medja@ruritan.org for YOUR chance to be on the Ruritan Fall
Paul Lewis - Moorefield, WV Magazine Cover! Deadline is August 1 for all submissions.

SUMMER 2020 RURITAN http://ruritan.org



UWe Wl Get Ttnougls This Tegettier

What a delightful start for the Ruritan National Organization for the year of 2020. It
began 16 weeks ago with an exciting Ruritan National Convention in Kingsport, TN.
This was followed in February with a club eighth-year and two seventh-year anniver-
sary celebrations, a growth award presentation, and a first-year National Directors
training class.

In March we held our first Ruritan National Board of Directors Meeting, a Nash Coun-
ty District Convention, and a fantastic Tennessee Spring Rally. Unfortunately, that
was the last Ruritan public event attended before the Coronavirus began to move into
the US. In early April, our federal government gave an official stay-at-home order.

Your Ruritan Executive Committee met via Microsoft Teams and unanimously agreed to comply with the federal
and state government guidelines. We recommended all Ruritan events and public gatherings be postponed
until further notice. As we move forward guidance may change, and we will keep you informed. Decisions will be
made based on the best information available. We will be guided by the facts, not fear.

Alternative plans are being developed and evaluated for implementation by your Executive and Leadership
Committees to facilitate training without risking exposure to participants. The Executive Committee continues

to meet regularly to monitor the situation regarding the pandemic. As a result of the current Governmental
Guidelines and the risk to our members and patrons, Ruritans have unfortunately had to take action to cancel or
postpone some of Ruritans major annual calendar events.

LEADERSHIP: Good leadership is necessary to enhance a good growth and development program. Our 2020
goals to strengthen our leadership involves working with our Nominating Committee Chair to help develop a
Candidate Leadership Plan and a Process - To identify and encourage club and district leaders to want to be-
come candidates for a national leadership position in 2021 and in the future. We believe having a full slate of
officers at the start of the convention will strengthen our national leadership by giving delegates more choices
from which to choose. We increased the nominating committee from three to five members for an opportunity
to reach more potential candidates and started recruiting earlier in the year. This should help get more can-
didates prior to the convention and help promote competition. Competition appears to strengthen the interest
and quality of candidates for leadership. “A Four Corners Plan” design will assign each committee member a
geographical area to contact the district governors in the North, East, West, and South. Nominating Committee
meetings are being held monthly.

RESTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: This committee, ap-
pointed in March, will first look at the current makeup
of the organization. Their primary focus will be on
the needs of the organization. They are tasked with,
not only restructuring, but on how we may enhance
leadership and develop an organizational growth
plan. The committee consists of eight members from
different experiences in Ruritan, two senior advisers,
and two staff personnel.

NON- RURITAN ANNUAL EVENT

Magazine of and published by Ruritan National, Vol. 85, Summer Issue, Ruritan (ISSN: 0036-0147) is published four times a year. Ruritan National
is a non-profit, incorporated association of Ruritan Clubs in the United States of America. Ruritan National assumes no responsibility for opinions
expressed by authors of articles or claims by advertisers. Subscription price for one year is $8. Single issues are $2 each.

Periodicals postage paid at Dublin, VA and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:

RURITAN NATIONAL, P.O. BOX 487, (UPS) 5451 LYONS ROAD, DUBLIN, VA 24084.
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2020 National President Linward Hedgspeth continued

Coronavirus Effects on Ruritan National Events
It is unfortunate that many Ruritan clubs have had to cancel their meetings or postpone their events,
fundraisers, rallies, and special anniversary celebrations because of the pandemic. We are hopeful
life will be back to something more normal soon.
During this time when we are asked to “stay-at-home,” | encourage our members whenever possible
to reach out to each other, the elderly, and those in our communities that may be isolated or in need.

This should be done by making phone calls, using teleconference, text, or email, - just not personal
visits.

Ruritans are Resilient!
Who better than Ruritans understand how to approach a crisis and have a determination to make a
difference? Our mission is to make our communities a better place to live and work. | have received
reports of club members providing service to their communities such as:

e Making mask for medical workers on the frontlines.

¢ Delivering pizzas to a local Fire Department.

¢ Sending home-cooked meals to local police/first responders.

e Donating to food service organizations to feed the hungry, just to name a few.

Note: When servicing your communities, please always give priority to following the Federal and State
Guidelines and protecting yourself, your families, and love ones.

There are many caring Ruritan members, who like an eagle, are rising to the challenge in support of
their community. | would love to hear from you about any activity you are providing to support those
working on the frontlines. Please share, in a short summary, the activity or support being provided
by members or clubs in your district. | want to share your story with others in Ruritan.

In closing, please remember the precious Ruritans we have lost this year. May they rest with God in peace.

Psalm 34:18 - The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
Safe wishes to each of you and your families.

Working Together,

Lenwand FHedgopett
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Support First Lady Anne Hedgspeth’s St. Jude Prolect

“St. Jude has compassion for sick and hurting children, and a desire to
nurture and heal them through research and treatment. | share the same pas-
sion as St. Jude and want to help nurture and heal the children by helping to
provide financial support to the research center. This will allow the doctors
and their research teams to continue their work to find cures,” said Anne.

Our lanoraionss gy ot e in your comimunites but our dEcovernas arg A
s of May 1
J

2 PARTNER 7 Ruritans have
SITES COUNTRIES raised $4,110!

THEATMENTS INVENTED AT ‘ ’
N N ST. JUDE HAVE HELFED PLSH
&t Jude FREELY SHARES discoveries, OVERALL CHILOHODD
so every child saved at St Jude means CANGER SURVIVAL RATES
doctors + sclentists warldwide can use thal 100%:
knowledge fo save thousanas more chitdren. rmo 200 i 1962
90%
i 80%
- 70%

MORE THeN BD* TODAY

= : B ivela et joes !
St digde he et
patiants from all 50 STATES

&Anuuwn THE WORLD.
Docioes oftan send thir toughast WE WON'T STOP

58S 10 5L Jude bacalsa we have Ne until no child dies

FAMILIES NEVER RECEIVE A BILL FROM ST. JUDE ,L -
FOR TREATMENT, TRAVEL, HOUSING ORFOOD - St. Jude Childrens
BECAUSE ALL A FAMILY SHOULD WORRY ABOUT IS Research Hospital

RLAEC » Dmap Thsga, Peadir

HELPING THEIR CHILD LIVE. Fotding serm. furing chibbm

Please visit http://events.stjude.org/ruritannational
to make your donation.

*If you need help making your online donation - please call the office and we will help you!
Don’t use a computer? No problem. Send a check made out to Ruritan National. On the
memo line put St. Jude Donation. We will make absolutely sure that you receive credit for
your generous donation.
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You are my hero. If you are a Ruritan member and you
are working through your club to support the needs in
your community, you are my hero. You always have been.
During the coronavirus crisis | have seen example after
example of how our clubs are rising to the challenge. | am
impressed, but not surprised. | have been watching you for
over 40 years. You always step up. This crisis. The last
crisis. The next crisis. It's what we do. It's who we are.

This magazine is full of examples of your generosity,
your care and your love and commitment to the people you
serve. Itis full of hope.

We have seen clubs host blood drives, support police
departments, rescue squads, fire departments and every
type of first responder.

We know that you are supporting nurses who risk their
life and health every day to make sure that when you and
| are sick, we are cared for. You didn’t start now, but you
ramped up donations to feeding programs that care for

people who don’t have enough to eat during normal circum-

stances, during this time that is anything but normal.
You've taken time to care about the environment, build
handicap ramps, support our veterans, make and distribute
face masks, and give scholarships to young people who
have been denied the privilege of graduating together with

Y

/

"
thelr classmates. Students who may not get to physically
enter a college classroom in the fall.

You've donated generously to St. Jude in support of chil-
dren who are in the fight for their lives, and supported First
Lady Anne at the same time.

You are finding ways to make sure that those who are
confined to nursing homes feel loved and cared for. Sev-
eral clubs have participated in parades at nursing homes. |
recently participated in such an event and it was heartwarm-
ing and heartbreaking at the same time.

You are finding creative ways to meet without meeting
using zoom, teams, phones and many other methods. You
meet because you want to continue to find ways to serve in
an environment that doesn’t lend itself to getting out into
the community with the people that you serve.

| am so proud of you. 1am so proud of us. You quietly
continue, no matter what our circumstances, to do the best
and most you can to help people who need us. Keep doing
what you do.

YOU ARE MY HERO!

L3

Meet Your National Ofﬁce Staff

Michael Chrisley

Executive Director

Voice Mail 305
execdir@ruritan.org

Mike is the chief operating

officer of Ruritan National and
Ruritan National Foundation. He
serves as advising member of all
national standing committees and
has management and program
implementation responsibilities that include strategic plan-
ning, financial management, budgeting and investments,
membership services, membership growth and training,

and convention planning. He has overall responsibility for
employee supervision, office management, corporate legal
actions, and facilities maintenance and operations. Mike
represents Ruritan in relationships with partnership organiza-
tions, government entities, and media. He is the editor of the
RURITAN magazine, Ruritan newsletter, and other Ruritan
publications.

Sarah Kelly

Deputy Director

Voice Mail 313
deputydir@ruritan.org

As the Deputy Director of Ruritan
National, Sarah works with Execu-
tive Director Michael Chrisley on all
aspects of Ruritan Staff operations
including strategic planning, financial
management, budgeting and invest-
ments, membership services, membership growth and training,
and convention planning. She also assists with employee supervi-
sion, office management, corporate legal actions, and facilities
maintenance and operations.

Cowming “logether
& the Beginning -

SUMMER 2020 RURITAN

http://ruritan.org



Meet Your National Office Staff

Diane Lawson
Membership Voice Mail 306
membership@ruritan.org
All questions and concerns are ini-
tially handled through Diane, who is
responsible for answering member
and leader questions that come
: g in from the Ruritan website or by
w E‘h phone. She distributes general infor-
m—— — mation and answers questions about
using the Member Management System. Diane enters new
club information, new member information and makes changes
to membership records. Diane prepares new club charter kits
and new member kits. She is responsible for Blue Ribbon,
Outstanding Club President and Outstanding Club Secretary
research. She is also responsible for preparing Community Ser-
vice awards and club anniversary certificates. Diane helps with
processing incoming mail, payments, and donations and assists
with accounts receivable posting. She processes quarterly re-
ports, district officer reports, national officer reports, President's
Golden Key, WANTED contest entries, and maintains the central
filing system and current National candidate lists.

Bessie McCormick

Ruritan Foundation - Voice Mail 302
foundation@ruritan.org

As the Foundation Specialist, Bes-
sie works with the Ruritan National
Foundation both in receiving dona-
tions and dispensing grants and
scholarships.

Craig Whitt

Convention - Voice Mail 312
convention@ruritan.org

Craig is responsible for advance
planning for the annual National
Convention and on-site execu-
tion as well as gathering data
on future convention sites from
potential locations. He processes
incoming mail, and payments.
Craig prepares board meetings and the Summer Youth Confer-
ence.

Chris Pugh

Part-Time Staff Support ext. 303
service@ruritan.org

Chris has retired after 20 years
on the Ruritan staff but contin-
ues part-time. She works with
clubs on questions concerning
the IRS 990 forms and insur-
ance. She can provide support
to leaders in the areas of growth
and development — including community assessment and
research. Chris also works with a variety of existing and
developing Access databases for both Ruritan and the
Foundation — coordinating data with the member data
included in the MMS. She also works developing Ruritan
graphic design. She maintains the Ruritan National website,
designs publications for web publication through Con-
stant Contact and social media contributions. Email her at
service@ruritan.org anytime or call the office and leave a
message for her.

Kory Wirt

Accounting - Voice Mail 310
ruritanaccts@ruritan.org

Kory is responsible for club and
district billings and district statis-
tics, accounts payable and receiv-
able, monthly financial statements,
and expense vouchers. He is also
responsible for federal and state
tax reports, year-end financial
statements and preparation for
annual report.

Crystal Andrews

Magazine - Publications — Supply -
Voice Mail 304

media@ruritan.org

Crystal is responsible for the pro-
duction of the RURITAN magazine,
club and district officer handbooks,
community service guides, bro-
chures, Annual Report, and all other
publications. She works with graphic
design, typesetting, layout, and production. Crystal takes a lead
staff role working with registration and credentials at the Ruritan
National Convention each year, as well as the computerized bal-
lot and voting procedures. She coordinates the Summer Leader-
ship Conference. She is responsible for planning, assembling,
and distributing club kit material. Contact Crystal for all of your
Ruritan Supply needs. She picks, purchases, and designs all
inventory and oversees the Ruritan Supply website.

http://ruritan.org
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2021 National Convention Mini Schedule

Make Plans to Attend!

Have you made your plans to attend the 2021 Ruritan National Convention? The hotel and convention center representa-
tives are looking forward to our “return” to Covington, their city with many great venues. “Return” because some of them
and some of you still remember the great time and convention we had there in 2013. John Hancock, 2004 Ruritan National
President, was convention chair and he said, “If you like small towns, you’ll love Covington but if big city life is more to your
liking, then you can either walk or take the trolley across the Ohio River to Cincinnati for big city life.” This area has some-
thing for everyone! You will remember if you were in Covington in 2013, there were a series of tours available for our mem-
bers. Because of the uncertainty at this time caused by COVID-19, tour plans are tentative. There will still be plenty of great
activities to do at local sites and restaurants that individuals and small groups can access via the shuttle/trolley.

Covington and the Northern Kentucky (NKY) Convention Center, is situated on the banks of the Ohio River with two great
hotels - the Embassy Suites Cincinnati River Center and the Cincinnati Marriott River Center, which is connected to the NKY
Convention Center by a covered walkway. The Embassy has already been renovated since our 2013 National Convention,
and the Marriott is still in the renovation process and will be completed before our January 2021 visit. The cost of rooms at
these two hotels has increased by only $9 since our 2013 visit. The rate at each hotel is $109 for either a king or two-queen
room. The Marriott will provide our members with a $5 discount for the breakfast buffet. Additionally, both hotels are offering
free self parking and free internet services. Information about these details will be provided via the Ruritan Magazine. Based
upon hotel availability, these room rates will be offered three days prior to and three days after our event. This will allow Ruri-
tans the opportunity to come early or stay late to enjoy the NKY area. Both hotels will offer complimentary housing reserva-
tion booking through an internet system, enabled by Lanyon Passkey. Ruritan office staff members have worked with the
NKY Convention Center representatives and have enabled this system at https://book.passkey.com/e/50083787 on the Ruritan
website, ruritan.org. Just go to ruritan.org and click on the picture of the NKY Convention Center.

Wednesday - Thursday

Warm on-site welcome by the Bluegrass District ATTRACTIONS AND TROLLEY/TRANSIT PASS
Thursday * View the area attractions videos through the
Governors’ Training ruritan.org website by clicking on the picture of the
First Timers Reception NKY Convention Center
Opening Ceremonies (Flag Ceremony, * Visit sites to include the Newport Aquarium, New
Memorial & Vespers Services) Riff Bourbon Distillery, and the BB Riverboat Tours
President’s Reception * Schedule a visit to the famous, Ark Encoun-

ter. You will need to allow at least six hours or
Friday more to complete this remarkable tour.
Morning Business Session with * Dine at Newport on the Levee, Mainstrasse Vil-
Military Flag Presentation lage, Roebling, Over the Rhine, and Bouquet.
First Lady Anne’s Luncheon * Purchase a three-day South Bank Shutte/Trolley
Voting pass to connect you to Covington, Newport, and
Workshops Cincinnati. More information will be available in

Foundation Live Auction later additions of the Ruritan Magazine.

Saturday

Morning Business Session

Workshops e *Make your plans NOW to come to Covington for

Installation Banquet *" afantastic fun time of celebrating our Ruritan
achievements, to meet old friends and to make
new friends, and to take care of Ruritan business

sunday too!

Worship Service
2021 Board Orientation
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Ruritan National Convention — Covington KY

January 28-31, 2021

Regater up o two peaple an hie ksm. Lise moie fonme: for addiionsl people. One of the peaple below must be
8 Ruian member. Canfimation will be emaded ta the Ruian aliendee for hafher parly. These anre four oplions
or packapes for reqsimaiion on the back, where you may 8o purcheze single meslz for non-regsiered guesis.
You may al=p regeaier on the MRS (membaer mansgement sysiem} under evenis.

Please print or type
1=t Altender= Ind Attender-
Member/Mon-Meamber {ore one) MermbexNon-Member {circdle one)
Memhexr ¥ (if mamberk Membexr# (if member):
Preferred Badoge Mamse: Predermad Badne Mame:
Coniart phone number: Condact phone number:
Check items below that apply: Check items below that apply:

T reed hendiapped aceedble seatieg at meals.
— T hawe S yeours or e perfect ateelawe
____This s my frstmrwention

I expect o be o vty delegaie for the
Mot Clal

— I nead haderapped anecssible seating at meals.
—_ Seyr] indarmation on wheskhainsonter rental
I e 50 years or mare peret aterdaee
____This = ey first convention

I expert tw e o vl delesate for the
Fusritas Clal

Plegse note: Voting will be Friday only starting at 2 p.m. Delegate certification will close at
1 p.m. on Friday for walk-ins. You must pick one of the packages, 1-4, in order to vote.
Even if you pre register for Szturday only package you must vole on Friday. Staif will send

remoie voling instructions prior to convention.

We will be honoring Ruritan military veterans during the
Convention. Pleass let us know your branch and era of
sarvice for special recognitions.

— .5 Ay — WWWTI

— L5, Air Force Kiorea
W5 Marines ___ Wietnam

_ L5, Nawy — [Desert Shorm

.5, Coast Guard

Other [explain) Other (explain)

Mame: (Check one in each columin)

Diperation Iragi Freedom

For Office Use Only:
GRP#

MEALS IN COVINGTON

While there e nodf & lale Fee for recpalreiorra o
e Neborad Comeerrion s yearr; iveme 2 8
deauline willr ¥e Covinglon Comendion Sondoer
ceforer for el courdl quesrardices Wil el in mind,
ayune ey o regeaicr on-aio i Covinglor Gy 5
wealc- i) for e everls il naf be grrararieed meale.
Howrsver, vwo will he abie o recgmler yor i - meal
everie & e bane rele of $178 Sored i o
mepeiraior before e Dec M, 20X), oul-off dale i be

et

** Moase mahe sure o pud yoix guest's name on s form so that we may have a name badge

made

http://ruritan.org
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Ruritan National Convention — Covington KY

January 28-31, 2021

Have it YOUR way! Choose one of FOUR package options for the 2021 Ruritan Convention

Choose one of these lour reqisiraion packages. All Packapes nchide openiiig Ceremony, acoess to
exhihils, access Ip the busness meetings on Friday and Sabaday, workshops, voling, and all other
mluﬁlm- .ﬂ-uim- -

el Package Dplions

Fackages 1- 4 aiready inckade the ase feeof 3170 Sexantiby Tolal

Twa mesl packape nchides base fee, Friley First | ady's Lunch sral | Paclage 1
Sehinisy Insdsellelon Bamuet | pESTOEAL

Fraley only peckapges nchles bese fee and Friday Frsl Ledy's Lunchenn | Pacdkage 2

988

Sehriisy oniy paciege chales hasr fep aml Ssheday inclellalion | Package 3
Hancuel

No Mesls - bose regsiralion only | Package 4 g |

&

Exira Besl Tickel=s and kems
Must prchase any paciane above o pirchase adddions e Brkeds

Churtily Tolal

Cost
Frickry Luncheon Homoning First Lady Amne | st Lady 555
585

Saheday inchalisboon Hanaueet Barscued

Rudy Besrs - in be poiled 2= 5 gt i Covinglon chantes nchding & ioeal]  Aedy Bears 351
orphanage

mlmmmmmmmml Thamsd Derive 318

Donation tn 5t uie's Chiddren's Hospital| Dol 3

.| GRAND
TOTAL §

Ruritan National, P.0. Box 487, Dublin, VA 24084
Check payment type below:

MNOTE: Aside from some limited special seating, everyone will be seated for meals on a "first come, first served"” basis.
If you want to be seated with specific attendees, you should send your registration forms in together.

Payment made by check  Chedk#

—Visa/MasterCard/Discover/ American Express Check one option below
Card # Bill my oredit card now
Expiration date # Bill my credit card on December 1, 2020
3 or 4 digit code on back,

10
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MALS Fnfiancemems

Set Recurring Option for Club Board Meeting

The Rurian Member Mansgement Sysiem [AMS) continues in
provide upgredes and enhancements that sllpw Ruribsrs ann-
aessed Bedbiiy in managng thewr ciub and personal dels.

Of apecial imersst o club secretanies is the lsbest enhancenaent
the dake and day of the reqguisr dub bosm meetingz can be setas 8

renccuming event in the MRS,

Gaing Lo your dub's hame page you shauid 2ee the cuin name
urdexiined in the upper 12l comer. (NOTE: Underiined d an 2 web
page i uauslly 8 pperdink that will take you o addiionsl infoma-

timn.)

I you dick an the undaeriined culo name it will take you
1o &8 "back pags” of addionsl momaEon sboat your cliuin

You can ind addresscs for medling place, EIN, dharier

year, dub webside* and 30 on. AlBo on that page are bwa
pull-dowm mernez ta 22t the culo meeting deyr and now the
dub boad meeting day &3 wel. IFyou msake any changes
1o thiz page — please sy click the "updale™ box found at

the lower et of the page. Once the boad meet-
ing date iz set, it will alkn show up on bhe distnct
cirechnny.

RURITAN NATIOMAL

Mamberstip
2 Wanageman Sysiem

(=L

fi - Brurshy Moumain *""-:
lesrict - 31 - Fiadman
one- 1
1t Tyires - R giiler
TATUS ACT
harkar Yeaar - 18

Club

il ek #40

Cluiy Wize Fragidens

Cleb Trodsiirss

vy MnisE] R arieh Faks g
il Cliy: LTS
by bbig ramn G farzvian Faks MO
(ATt Chaer Mharmigs-] Chareer Year
T CT L R TE PR e L R
i Mumating Highi: Baard Mesding Mighi:
o I ¥ lrdng -

FLEASE PN T THIS F

[ VICE PRESIDEN

¥ you erder your ciuh websle on iisx page f will
sdomsiicely popisele & =t on the Rorian. ong

PRESIDEMT
185 - Brahe Mountain _Jf| - el Do Ceiry Hayes
= J B ChasTy Grovs O Td 115600 Ersiy Rhis Russ
=Ltk Warasian Fats 4T 29364 Ve e Fplly P SIS
7960 Brushy Mourtain Hd] phe 33N 37 - 5681 G0 300G

webhoie iaf i svasabie fo the pobic

Moravien Falls NT 26654 |

saf T3 4300000

'-.1nl.-'. Ird lI-:r_a:.

i

d[Baard Mests - 151 Monday ]i*—'_‘_
Members in Multiple Clubs Can Choose Primary Club

if you have a8 membership in more than ane Runian club The MMS will allow you o designake which = your
primary club. This can be dane by any club or disiic alicer.

That means I you reqster for a de-
Fid or neionsl comention the sysiem
will knowr from which dub you would be
omsidared 8 delegaie. That B helgriul
o anline valing 52 well Bz name badge

MEMEBER #7240

Ill'll'l'tl'g L
Just ask s chib aficer o desiqgnele ane (| Tiemboos
o youwr clubs BE prmary - i the upper
rig it comer of your member informeation —
page in the MMS. =1 |

OF course if you ane an esancabe n
ane dub and & full member in the abher —
memaember thet sssocisie members 't
serve 2% ciub delegaies

hE.'..'f.

D U PHRIAR' b
IClub one
Club two =
& Ll
Simtus  Dabe :_':__frﬁmml ?::;TI Primary Club
ACTVE OFI26/2015% [re n = MNOSETTO g
= e PRIMARY

ROLES  COMMEMIS  LDG FROSECTS

§ oo have any goeshions sbouf sy e dember Mansgemend System [MME), piease donT hesiale o resch
o fo Ruriisn <infl iof fee of 877-767-8727 or emad ux & membersispiiirurian org or sendceflrrian. oy
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Ruritan National Board of Directors Bylaws Committee
Declaration of Intent

The Bylaws Committee of the Ruritan National Board of Directors is working on a new set of Na-
tional Bylaws that will prepare the organization for the future. Our Bylaws started with a Constitution
and Bylaws that evolved into Bylaws that have served us well for over 90 years, but now is the time
to prepare for the next 100 years. The primary focus is to have Bylaws that will allow the Board and
the organization to adapt to ever changing needs of our members, clubs, communities and districts.
In 2007, our Constitution and Bylaws combined when the State of Virginia required Non-Profits to
have Bylaws only.

The purpose of this Bylaws rewrite is to bring our National Bylaws in line with what our clubs and
members want to do and are currently doing to address ever changing needs in our communities.
This will give us the opportunity to provide a more open platform for our members to be engaged in
preparing for the future direction of Ruritan.

The revised Bylaws will keep our traditions in place, but embrace flexibility for the future. This is es-
sential for Ruritan to do if it is going to continue providing services to our communities of the future.
This approach will allow us to remove all of the administrative, operational items currently in our By-
laws and put them into the District and Club Bylaws where they belong, allowing the Board to react
quickly to the needs of the members and clubs. The National Bylaws should focus on the purpose
and legal requirements of the organization instead of policies which provide day to day guidance.
Ruritan currently faces a lot of challenges in our communities, and our club’s needs sometimes
conflict with our current Bylaws. This change will eliminate the conflict and allow us to provide more
flexibility and adaptability for our members and clubs in order to meet the ever changing require-
ments of our communities in which we serve.

The new Bylaws will allow us to run things as we currently do but allow the organization to restruc-
ture as necessary for the benefit of Ruritan.

The Bylaws Committee has been listening and absorbing the input from our members and now the
Committee is taking action to respond to your needs. As we move down the road to the future, we
need to be prepared for the next 100 years of Fellowship, Goodwill, and Community Service.

As always, the Ruritan National Bylaws Committee is here to serve you and your club and thank
you for what you do in your community. Let's embrace our traditions while envisioning our future.

Yours in Ruritan Service, “We cannot seek ac hieve ment, for
ourseves and forgel about
progress and prosperity for our
community...

Our ambitions must be broad
enough to include the aspirations
and needs of others. for their
sakes and for our ow

SUMMER 2020 RURITAN http://ruritan.org



President Linward’s s
Working Together Tee (4

'-.. Sl iy ¥

If you would like to
purchase a
Working Together Tee,
email Crystal at
media@ruritan-org
She will let you know
how to proceed with

your order-

Shirts are

We also have EAGLE CHARMS!

Email Craig Whitt at
convention@ruritan.org to purchase your
Eagle Charm. These charms are usually
only offered at the National Convention but
with this pandemic - we are offering them
for the remainder of 2020.

These charms are $8 each and that
includes shipping charges.

SUMMER 2020 RURITAN 13



Ruritan National Supply Sale
15% off

T

#256 Harriton Men's Long-Sleeved O

_s3s700  New price $30:

Tackle the day with this easy-care, wiinklyfesisis
peariized buttons, adjustable cuffs, and staln rele

#262 Port Authority Ladies Value Fleece Jacket

84800 New price $34.00

This exceptionally soft, midweight Meece jacket will keep you warm during
eyenyday excursions.

Need help placing your order?
Call the Ruritan National Office
877-787-8727.

We will help you!

#267 Port Authority Ladies’ 3/4 Sleeve Easy Care Shirt

53000  New price $25.50

This comfortable wash and wear shirt |s Indlspensable far the workday.
Wnkle resiztance makea thiz shirt a cut sbowve the resat.

www.shumskyideas.com/ruritan
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Ruritan National Supply Sale
15% off

Traditional, relaxed look. Features an ."l_
rounded adjustable cuffs R 2

. Need help placi
% Call the Rurita )
877-787-8727.

We.will help you!

#Z71 Blush Tunie

_$1860° New price $15.30

With & soft, elegant kook, this tunic features rib knlt eongated cuffs, longer
tunic length, and a curved hem.

#272 Port & Company Core Fleece Sweatpants with Pockets

S1300  New price $15.30

With an elastic waistband with drawcord, open bottom cuffs, and the
comfart of fleece, you'll never want 1o wear anything else.

www.shumskyideas.com/ruritan
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Ruritan National Supply Sale
15% off

This hoodie is 4. 9-ounce, 90/10 combe
tear-away label. Self-fabric back neck
and hems. Includes Ruritan logo Scres

Front Pockets. Self-fabric cuffs
ted on full back

#250 Port Authority Value Fleece J

$3775  New price 552 09

This exceptionally soft, midweight fleece jacket will keep you warm during
everyday excursions. Includes Ruritan logo on left chest

#251 District Game Tee

& STCE 1923 j:l—'k?‘ﬁ/ New price $15.09

This tee has a retro, game-day inspired look. 4 5-ounce, 60/40 combed ring
spun mtlun!pulr 32 smgles 1x1 rlb kmt ne::t TlELar-a'nl.'azlr label. Distressed

ddics Fiald Flannel Jacke

;ans’ New prlce $32.09

LFCRCS LU L THE = L] g softandju

tne n{mt we-lght, it mai-:es a ﬁtatement with a [:lassm plém pattern and
casual comfort. Includes Ruritan logo on left chest.

2 #253 Port Authority Plaid Flannel Shirt

- : 1“ )

3% $3375  New price $32.09

hi! This flannel shirt takes laid-back looks to the next level. Ultra soft and just
i the right weight, it makes a statement with a classic plaid pattern and
TN casual comfort. Includes Ruritan logo on left chest.

// Questions

Call Customer Service at 1-800-414-8946
or visit hittp:'www.shumskyjdeas.com/ruritan

16
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Message From 2020 Foundation President Brent Wheeler
Build Your Dollar Deadline Extended

In the early 1920s my grandparents packed their belongings and moved from their
family farm back to Texas. It didn’t make much sense to me why they would drop
everything and head that far away. | never understood their moving nor the plague of
1918 but with the pandemic of 2020 it makes perfect sense. In a time of crisis, you
want to be with those you care about the most.

While studying at Auburn | was introduced to the writings of Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall. To this day | remember the
following, “The measure of a coun- Ruritan National Foundation
try’s greatness is in its ability to retain compassion in time
of crisis.” Like my grandparent’s moving this didn’t truly 2020 Board of Trustees
resonate with me until now. Just as my grandparent’s President: Brent Wheeler
family showed compassion to them, this ‘ability’ has been | YIC€ President: O.H. Bobbitt Iil

. . Secretary: Graham Bryant
exemplified as our Ruritan clubs have worked to help our e
Ruritan families and communities while practicing social Treasurer: Ph'”'.p Bradshaw

. . Promotion Chair: Guy Cox
distancing.

Your Foundation has also continued to work for you. We
have extended the due date for your BY$ until July 30th. We have also provided you with necessary forms
on the Ruritan National website and the blast has covered in detail all you need to know about deadlines and
filings. Rest assured the BY$ program is in good standing and will be there for you now and in the future.
Clubs may also roll over, for a second time this year only, their $300.

Foundation Fellowship Weekend | Reservations: 1-800-362-2779

_ : Group Code: RNF
Embassy Suites Huntsville Reservation Cutoff: August 14, 2020

September 11-13, 2020 at midnight or when the block is full

Registration cosl is $85/person. Reguesl to be postmarked by September 1, 2020, Regestration includes the
Friday and Saturday night meals, as well as accass to tha hospitality room. Send the below form with

payment to Ruritan National Foundation, PO Box 487, Dublin, VA 24084,

Watch for the Foundation Email Blasts for more details and updates due to COVID-183 impacts.

Mame; :
Payment Information

Member number: Check No.
Name Badge: Visa Master Card

C. C. Mo.
Spouse/Guesl Name:

C.C. Exp. Dale CWC*
Mamber Mumber: o

“CWEC — I-digit code on the back of your card
Gusst Mame Badgs:

Sddress: Phons Mumbsr:
City: District;
State; Zip: Chubs:

http://ruritan.org SUMMER 2020 RURITAN 17



Ruritan is Relevant!
Clubs Who Answered The Call During COVID-19

Coronavirus also known as COVID-19, a cousin of the SARS virus, has infected over a million people in the
United States since the outbreak began in Wuhan, China, in December. Many state governors have issued a
Stay at Home order. While obeyeing the laws of their state, Ruritans have stepped up their game to help oth-
ers. Below are a few articles that show that when Ruritans Work Together - Ruritans Make a Difference!

Johnsonville - Cape Fear District
delivered donuts to Spout Springs _ R
Emergency Services. Chief Alan Jar- Germanton - Piedmont District
vis and his crew greeted Johnsonville donated desserts to Life Brite
Club President Rodger Nicely and Hospital Staff
fellow members CeCe DelPrado and
Karen Cox.

Keezletown — Rockingham - B East Roane County
District fills its Free Liborary - Smoky Mountain
with non-perishable food . mT, ] District member Zack
items. , o Yo McCallie took upon
' himself to Facebook
Live and reads books
to children.

_4 : IL ]
) ﬂ-’- L\\
Ararat — Dan River District packed 120 bags
of groceries for school students who might not
Sandy Ridge - Piedmont otherwise have lunch/breakfast while schools
District Club spreads a lit- are closed. .Pictured are Club President Merlin
tle Easter cheer. Thirty-two Scales and Treasurer Kevin Smith.

children and nine senior
adults were left treats.

Pleasant View
Springhill - Woodrow
Wilson District used
some of this social dis-
tancing time to clean up
its community.

SUMMER 2020 RURITAN




Ruritan Is

EEraie
S50 _
b e 1

East Roane County - Smoky Mountain
District gathered six loads of firewood for |
people in their community. Pictured cutting
the wood is National Director Roy Wallen.

ALY UV = FOLU al}
District member
Patricia Goff made and
donated face masks fo
local seniors and those
with medical complica-
tions in the Thurmont,
MD area.

_-é_, _‘F. B ] Ruritan Road - New River District purchased and
g' \ : ‘ “y = delivered 30 dozen donuts to two local hospitals and two

nursing homes.

Cool Springs and V-Point - Pied-

mont District holds blood drive. | can do things you cannot; you can do things | cannot;

Together we can do great things. - Mother Teresa

SUMMER 2020 RURITAN




News From Ruritan: Holland District

Holland Clubs Recognized

Three Holland District Clubs were recognized by
the Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council
for excellence in environmental projects. Pictured
accepting the awards are Roger Fuller of Grassfield,
Phyllis Lewter of Great Bridge, and Robert McCreary L
of South Norfolk.

Joe Fitzpatrick, long-time Environmental Commit-
tee Chair for the Great Bridge Ruritan Club, proudly
displayed an award presented by the Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council
to the club. The club was nominated for the award for the adopt-a-spot gardens.

Abingdon Ruritan Club recently assisted with Peasley Middle School’s Student Reality Store. The event
gave students an opportunity to explore the financial challenges they may face as an adult and encouraged
them to think seriously about the kind of education they may need. Pictured in the front (I-r) are Benjamin
Steeneck, Bunny Ekdahl, Don Sciria, and Roger Dick. Pictured in the back (I-r) are Betsy Tuttle, Wade Bunn,
and Josie Lankford.

Several club members were presented with Perfect Attendance Pins. Pictured (I-r) are Abingdon Club Vice
President Dave Onesty presenting John Snyder with his 5-year pin and on the right is Graham Blake receiv-
ing his 55-year pin.

Warwick
Ruritan Club
presented

a Lifetime
Dedication
Award to

May Sand-
ers. May
celebrated

her 100"

Members of the Gloucester Ruritan Club met
birthday in early Saturday, March 28 to pick up trash for the
February. club’s Adopt-A-Highway project. Pictured (I-r) are
Henry Thompson, chairman of the Environment
Committee and project lead, Janet Leigh, Barbara
Bauer, Paul Bauer, and Harry Thomas.

20
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Baptist Church and built a handicap ramp. Supplies were donated

News From Ruritan: Rappahannock District
Sumerduck Holds Chili and Cookle Cookoff

] Sumerduck
Ruritan Club
held a Chili and
Cookie Cookoff.
Kathy Kenderish
was the winner
for her chili and
Lettie Glenz was
® the winner for her
lemon cookies.
The club joined
with Mount Holly

py a local company,

Mulch. Resident Kevin is very happy that he is how able to go outside.

News From Ruritan: Peaks of Otter District

Boonsboro Celebrates
70" Anniversary

Boonsboro Ruritan Club celebrated its
70" anniversary. National President Linward
Hedgspeth, First Lady Anne, 2001 National
President Millard Thacker, 2001 First Lady
Marty Thacker, National Director Melody Da-
vis, and Past National Director Robin Daven-
port were on-hand to join the celebration.

New London Club Secretary
pinned new members Bobby
Evans, Bobby Dupree, and
Larry Tyree.

Clifford Donates to

Fire Departments

In February, Clifford Club donated to Am-
herst, Piney River, and Pedlar Fire Depart-
ments and Amherst Rescue.

http://ruritan.org
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News From Ruritan: Rockingham District
: | Fulks Run Supports Community

1.1,\1#’_

X «ax-rl

National President Linward Hedgspeth helped cel-
ebrate Mt. Crawford Ruritan Club’s 70" anniversary.
Pictured with Hedgspeth are longest service members,
Gene Khnicely, Club President Jason Landes, Marvin
Diehl, Bob Miller, John Liskey, Larry Garber, and Don-
nie Lam.

' HAYDEN

N e Hayden 1s an
fl. adventurer
X ; He loves
golliing, fishing

and riding

his hike

Donate today!

http://events.stjude.org/ruritannational

%,

Fulks Run Ruritan Club’s Public Service
Committee Chair Shirley Bland presented
the club’s annual contribution to the vol-
unteer first responders in the community.
Pictured are Phillip Williams, Bergton
Rescue Squad; Andrew Dove, Bergton Fire
Department; and Bo Baker, Bergton Res-
cue Squad.

The club honored the teachers and staff
at the Fulks Run Elementary School with a dinner ca-
tered by a new local eatery. Club members worked hard
in the early 1960s to have a school built and have had a
special relationship with the school ever since.

Scholarships were given to six local students. Pictured
(I-r) are Megan Conley, Kaley Kyger, Logan Custer, and
Lindsey Conley. Tracey Dove Conley accepted the
award for her daughter Chessi Conley, and Ellis King ac-
cepted the award for his daughter Gretchen King.

Belmont Community Supports

Blg Brothers/Big Sisters

Belmont
Community
Club made
a donation
to the Big
Brothers/Big
Sisters Or-
ganization.
Club Presi-
dent Rick
Keyton and
nted the dona-
tion to Lyndsey Douglas Director of the Harrisonburg/
Rockingham Branch. _J

22

SUMMER 2020 RURITAN

http://ruritan.org



News From Ruritan: Rockingham District continued

Fort Valley Serves Breakfast

In March, the Fort Valley Club held a benefit breakfast for
a needy resident at the Fort Valley Fire Hall. Over $1800 was
raised. Ernie Walters is shown supervising Terry Plauger, Tim
Stephens, and Dagan Stephens at the grill. Club members
replaced a fence for Culler's Cemetery and did a cemetery
cleanup. Stacy and Shaun Klebold are pictured. Charles Li-

chliter and Sonny
Tamkin are shown
installing the gate.

No child should die in the dawn of life.

Lewistown Educated
on Clara Barton

recently spoke to the Lewistown Ruritan

Club about Clara Barton and the critical role
she played in identifying over 22,000 miss-

ing soldiers in the Civil War and answering
over 40,000 letters to notify family members

of the death of their loved one and where they
died. This interesting talk raised many ques-
tions about Clara Barton who was more widely
known in history as a nurse during the Civil
War.

Also attending the meeting was Potomac
District Public Relations Representative Bobbi
Jo Anderson. Anderson provided ideas for Ru-
ritan recruitment and advertising.

Danny Thomas, founder St. Jude

Lothian Club donated to a local chapter of Farmers
and Hunters Feeding the Hungry. The club donates
each year in April. The donation is made possible
from profits made from the annual spaghetti dinner.

The Publications Committee has changed
the Fall Cover Contest to:

Ruritan is Relevant! Clubs who answered
the call during COVID-19.

If your club has helped your community

during this pandemic -

Please send all items to Crystal at
media@ruritan.org for YOUR chance to be
on the Ruritan Fall Magazine Cover!
Deadline is August 1 for all submissions.

http://ruritan.org
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News From Ruritan: Potomac District continued

Ringgold Presents Scholarship

Ringgold Ruritan Club presented Abigail “Abby” Kittel with
a $500 scholarship. Abby has volunteered at events for the
club for many years and excels in both her personal and
academic life. Pictured are Ringgold Vice President Jerry
Miller, Jim Kittel, Abby Kittel, Kelli Kittel, and Club President
Chuck Vickery.

News From Ruritan: Albemarle District

Forestburg Celebrates 25" Anniversary
- — Forestburg Ruritan

Club celebrated its 25™
anniversary. Albemarle
District Governor Mike
Shephard presented the
program. A short history
of the club was given
and charter members
and past club presidents were recognized. Faye Eure
received a pin for 25 consecutive years. Perfect Atten-
Pins were presented to (left to right) Yvonne Sawyer (24 years); Faye Eure (25 years); Tracy Umphlett (2
years); Hazel Eure (13 years); Keith Matheson (10 years); Dave Fennell (10 years); and Curtis Eure (23 years).

News From Ruritan: Roanoke District

IPR Farm Life Presents
Ruritan of the Year Award

Farm Life
Ruritan Club held
its annual Ladies
Night. Billy Peel
was presented
with the 2019
Farm Life Ruritan
of the Year Award. Perfect Attendance Pins were
presented to members with 45 years and over. Billy
Peel and Jon Griffin (48 years); James Wiggins and
Wendell Williams (47 years); and Kim Griffin (45 years).

Donate Rudy Bears

Your club could donate Rudy Bears to nursing homes and
hospitals during these unprecedented times.

www.shumskyideas.com/ruritan
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News From Ruritan: Rocky Mt. Durham District
et B

GAEYEEARE
1

Needmore Ruritan Club presented a donation to the
local FFA Club and sponsors for assisting them with

club projects.

Carpenter Ruritan Club helped fund a score-
board for the Panther Creek High School Baseball
Team. The field was chosen as the second best
field in the conference since the installation of the
new board.

Efland Ruritan
Club President
Chip Gill pre-
sented the Efland
Ruritan of the
Year Award to Get your Ruritan Duffle Bag

ana Zoy. | NOW 15% off

www.shumskyideas.com/ruritan
Need help ordering?
Call YOUR National Office 877-787-8727

i

Pink Hill Club volunteered in February at
Mary’s Kitchen in Kinston, NC. The mission of
Mary’s Kitchen is to serve a warm nutritious
meal to the hungry who visit the kitchen, no
guestions asked on Monday through Sunday,
and all holidays. Mary’s Kitchen all-volunteer
staff serves around 125 people daily. In the
group picture (I-r) are Lesley Batchelor, Brandon
Batchelor, Yvonne Deatherage, Natalie Smith,
Rod Smith, Sue
Jones, and Connie

http://ruritan.org SUMMER 2020 RURITAN 25



News From Ruritan: Cape Fear District

Cedar Fork Dellvers Christmas Bags to Veterans

Members of the Cedar Fork Ruritan Club deliv-
ered Christmas love bags to each veteran at the
North Carolina Veterans Home in Kinston, NC.
Pictured (I-r) are Cedar Fork Club Secretary Hilda
. Southerland, Mickey

: i Southerland, Club
; "?EF"H L e . = Treasurer Ken Brinson,
g* S - | - Club President Charles
¥ Westmoreland, Cape
Fear Lt. Gover-
nor Roger Peterson,
Juanita Peterson, and
Joyce Brinson. West-
» moreland presented
Nancy Elston with a
; Ruritan of the Year Award.
Pl 'r'?Tr- AF (i Lil &5 55 - She took a lead in the club’s 2019
,._ - ; project to construct a veterans me-
L ; morial for the Cedar Fork area for
all military branches of service and
found a company to provide bricks
for purchase in honor of military ser-
vice members. To date, there have
been 120 bricks installed. Elstonis a
very active member with the monthly
barbeque fundraisers as well. She is
always available and is always there
helping get the job done.

The local USO in Jacksonville serves breakfast every Saturday morning. After breakfast, Westmoreland

presented a check to USO Coordinator (center) Jeff Weller and Operations Director Bill Lowery.

Johnsonville Welcomes New Members

Johnsonville Club held a dinner for Spout Springs Emergency Services
(SSES) and their families, and thanked them for all they do. President Rod-
ger Nicely presented SSES Chief Alan Jarvis with Rudy Bears.

Easter food baskets (containing a traditional Easter dinner including eggs,
a ham, mashed potatoes, dessert and much more) were delivered to seven
low-income fami- :
lies. The club paid
$100 toward a local
resident’s electric bill
and donated $100
to Cameron Baptist
Church Disaster
Relief Fund. The
money will go toward expenses for a resident whose-
home was damaged by two falling trees in a recent
storm.

The club welcomed new members (from left) Bren-
da Trapani, Angelo Trapani, and Lori Owen.

1 -h'F'
R s _‘1"3?":4:1'-1'.- T
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News From Ruritan: Columbia District

Columbia District Works Together

Columbia District packed
B and distributed 70 Car-
olina Comfort Care Kits
for the children who are
being brought into the
foster care system in
South Carolina.

News From Ruritan: Bluegrass District

Five-year cancer survival rates’ thanks
in part to work at St. Jude

+ By

;1 L L L =] gd s
.1 Mk I, a4
T rrdnm T il ﬁn a
1-|::| | b @ ?5
i 50" sk ] ag*
Harry Rice and Dale Bryan gave a 0 70
presentation of the proper way to fold 57 manpmre ® Bo™
the American flag during the Choateville 10 s - a5 =

Ruritan Club’s meeting. Ann Rice read the

purpose of the stars and stripes with each . . .
fold. J http://events.stjude.org/ruritannational

@ Help First Lady Anne
; reach her goal!

President Elect Glen Broadwater took a break
during the Tennessee Rally to play air hockey
with Volunteer Ruritan Club member Elizabeth

Greene. tee while she relaxes on her Harley.

http://ruritan.org SUMMER 2020 RURITAN 27



News From Ruritan: Ohio District

Northwestern Presents Scholarships

Northwestern Club presented scholarships to select graduating seniors from Northwestern High
School. Nine students turned in applications to be considered for scholarships and normally
would be interviewed by a committee. However, with the pandemic they were not able %
to do the interviews. With the recommendations of school personnel and the
quality of applications it was determined to award each student with a $700 %
academic gift. The checks will be mailed to the students at a later date. For
35 years, scholarships totaling $155,080 have been presented to 420 stu-
dents. The Northwestern School community is most generous in supporting the
club’s fundraising activities such as the annual pancake/sausage day and the Q
Parade of Flags.

News From Ruritan: Western North Carolina District

Patrick Springs Donates Supply Kits

Patrick Springs Ruritan Club presented Bobby Pendleton a plague com-
memorating 50 years of service to the Patrick Springs Community. The club
2] donated supply kits
to Patrick Springs
Primary School.
Each kit included
boxes of tissues,
bottles of hand
sanitizers, and
containers of disin-

fecting wipes.

If you would like to donate to St. Jude but do
not use the internet - NO PROBLEM!

Make your donation check payable to Ruritan
National. On the memo line put St. Jude
Donation. We will make sure your donation
gets to our St. Jude Team!
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News From Ruritan: Lincolnland District

Allendale Presents Rudy Bears

Allendale Ruritan Club donated
Rudy Bears to the Wabash County
Sheriff’s Office and the Allendale Fire
Department. Pictured are Allendale
Club Secretary Jim Barger, Wabash
County Sheriff Derek Morgan, Allen-
dale Fire Chief Gerald Brooks, and
Past National Direc-
tor Grover Burkett.

Howard Tanner
Recelves a

Ruritan Forever

Past National Director Beverly Tanner

presented Past National Director Howard

Tanner with a Ruritan Forever. Beverly Tan-

ner also presented Michelle Asher with a

Ruritan National gift certificate she won for
recruiting members.

= Ruritan Forever
=/ A Perpetual Life Plan

Please detach or photocopy this portion if you would like to participate in this endowment plan
to secure the future of Ruritan, in your name or in the name of a fellow Ruritan.
Your Name:

5 :

Your Club Name:
Your Address: Telephone:
This application is for: (check one)

[] myself [] Current Member [_] Deceased Ruritan [_] NEW Associate Member
Name of Applicant (If not you):
Applicant’s Club:
Applicant’s Address:

[ ] OPTION #1 Credit card number: Expiration Date:

|:| OPTION #2 Enclosed please find a check/money order for $600

|:| OPTION #3 Enclosed please find the 1st $200 installment of the $600 Ruritan Forever fee.
| understand the perpetual life endowment will not begin until the entire $600 has
been paid.

http://ruritan.org SUMMER 2020 RURITAN 29



News From Ruritan: New River District

Belmont Il Supports Vittles for Vets

1 Vittles for Vets was founded in 2014 as a 501(c)(3) that strives to pro-
88 vide a helping hand to veterans who have fallen on hard times. Qualify-
ing veterans receive a $50 food gift card on a weekly basis. In order to
gualify, veterans must be at, or below, the federally-determined poverty
line and fill out an application form. Veterans must be drug and alcohol
free and have received an other than dishonorable discharge from the
military. They ensure recipients get nutritious food. Junk food, alcohol,
and tobacco are not permitted and if they purchase those foods, they
are terminated from the program. The program started in Rhode Island
and has moved to Virginia. The majority of the recipients are in the New
River Valley and surrounding areas to Wytheville, Pearisburg, Roanoke,
and the east coast. Pictured (I-r) are Belmont Il Ruritan Club President
Dean Gray presenting a check for $300 to Bill McCann, Founder Vittles
for Vets, and Betty Whiteman, Event Coordinator.

Newport Donates to School

Newport Ruritan Club contributed $392.10 to the Eastern Elemen-
tary and Middle School (Giles County) recognizing the 39,210 miles
walked by the “Walkers in Newport” in 2019. The local walker’s group
is supported by the club and the “Walkers in Newport” have walked
over 100,000 miles in the last three years. The Ruritans have donated
one cent per mile (over $1,000.00) to local educational programs in
honor of the walking efforts over these last three years. Pictured is
Newport Club President Doug Martin presenting a check to Eastern
Elementary and Middle School Nurse Tammy Barnett and School Prin-
cipal Jason Mills. e

Kevin Swatzell Speaks to Camp Creek

Camp Creek Ruritan Club’s guest speaker was Greene
County Road Superintendent Kevin Swatzell. Kevin spoke of his
family, faith, and growing up in Greene County. He also spoke
of his duties, management structure, and being proactive to
avoid problems in the future. He also spoke of the need for new
equipment. Kevin has been in office a little over two years and
our club members were very impressed with the work they have
seen on the area roads. Swatzell said he was impressed with
B the club and how smoothly it functioned. Pictured are Camp
"I Creek Club President Tim Smithson and Kevin Swatzell.

“Coming Together is the Beginning.”
“Staying Together is Progress.”

“Working Together is Success.”
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News From Ruritan: Rapidan District

Partlow Donates to School Lunch Program

Partlow Ruritan Club donated $4,500 to three Spotsylva-
nia County, VA elementary schools to offset unpaid lunch
balances with the cafeteria. Each school received a check
for $1,500. Club members Scott Sale and Jason Beasley
presented
the checks
to Berkeley,
Livingston,
and Riverview
school of-
ficials. Each
December the
club sponsors
a Christmas
Dance to raise
money for the
donation. This
year, with financial support from Lifepoint Church and Mi-
chael’s Towing, the club was able to increase the amount of
funds donated and gave to an additional school.

See Page 27
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Richard Gladstone

Receives a for the

Ruritan Forever Ruritan

Cove Garden Club member Richard Glad- Forever
stone was presented with a Ruritan Forever. Order Form.

News From Ruritan: News From Ruritan:
Opportunity Land District
Mark Uhlenhake = B |
Honored

Moravia Ruritan Club
member Mark Uhlenhake
was honored for his long-time
membership and commit-
ment to the club. He was a
charter member and also the
first Moravia Club President
in 1976.

arship fundraiser dinner on March 7th. Catfish,
seafood, BBQ ribs, chicken, with all the trimmings
were served to approximately 375 persons for a
A+ profit of $3,950. This fundraiser has been held for

37 years presenting six scholarships each year.
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BRING IN NEW MEMBERS FOR CHANCES AT
RURITAN FOREVER (LIFETIME) MEMBERSHIPS
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