Christian Ruritan Memorial Service

(Instructions: Use any or all of the suggested readings below from the Bible version of your choice. We suggest you fill in the blanks below prior to reading this service so the material will flow smoothly.)
As we pause for this Memorial Service for __________________, we recognize that it is impossible for us to know the future, because life has many uncertainties and there are many things that we do not know.  But there are things we do know because God has revealed them to us through His word. 

We know of the certainty of death. (read Hebrews 9:27)

We also know that death cannot separate us from God’s love. (read Romans 8:38-39)

We know that even if our bodies are destroyed, we will still come to dwell with God. (read II Corinthians 5:1)

We also know that our faith gives us hope, even in the face of death (read I John 3:2-3)

We know that God makes all things beautiful in his time. (read Ecclesiastes 3:11)

Please join me in a closing prayer as we reflect on our loved one ________________ and our memories of times spent with him/her.

Our Heavenly Father, with whom rests all the issues of life and death, we come to honor the beloved memory of our Ruritan friend __________ ______________. We thank you for the testimony of his/her life and for his/her contribution to this community through Ruritan service. Inspire us along life’s way. We ask for your continued strength upon this family and the ____________________ Ruritan Club, whose members are sadly missing their friend. May we wait with patience and hope for that great celebration eternal when we shall all be reunited.  AMEN.

